
ARTISTIC STRATEGIES  
FOR SELF, ENVIRONMENT 
AND SOCIETY
A one-day course in Creativity and Social 
Art. Hosted by Mia Eisenstadt, Emily Wilkin-
son and Deborah Ravetz.

26th March 2011, Oxford, UK 

www.reospartners.com/institute
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Why explore an artistic approach  
to strategy?  

We are familiar with strategy as a plan 
of action to achieve a desired outcome 
or flow of events. However, an artistic 
approach to strategy can encourage 
fresh modes of practice, organic 
solutions and strengthen our ability to 
cope with emergence. We can also use 
strategies as tools and techniques in 
order to access our deepest questions 
and act from our creative core. 

This course will be an introduction  
to artistic strategies within the  
field of Social Sculpture. It will 
also draw on thinking, tools and 
techniques from other areas  
of creative practice. Participants are 
invited to bring their highest hopes 
and deepest concerns and to immerse 
themselves in a day of creative 
learning and co-creation processes.

This course – one of a new series of 
Reos Creativity and Social Art courses 
– will also draw from Reos Partners’ 
social change work. The course 
leaders Mia Eisenstadt, Deborah 
Ravetz and Emily Wilkinson invite you 
to a day of learning, discovery and 
creativity, with humour, passion  
and encouragement.

www.reospartners.com/institute

“ Conditions for creativity are to be 
puzzled; to concentrate; to accept 
conflict and tension; to be born 
everyday; to feel a sense of self”.

  - Erich Fromm

We invite you to Artistic 
Strategies for Self, Environment 
and Society; a one-day course 
that will give participants an 
experience of the concepts and 
possibilities of Social Art, which 
includes Social Sculpture and 
other areas of creative practice.

Illustration: Emily Wilkinson



WHAT IS SOCIAL SCULPTURE?
The artist Joseph Beuys developed an 
expanded definition of art, which, he 
called Social Sculpture. Rather than 
believing creativity was restricted to 
a few, he believed that everyone is an 
artist and that we all have the capacity 
to both articulate our deepest concerns 
and to access the creative resources 
needed to imagine our world anew. 
In his practice Beuys was pointing to 
our capacity to create new and more 
relevant forms and practices for both 
ourselves and for society.

www.reospartners.com/institute

“ Social Sculpture is a 
contemporary alchemical 
process, in which ‘thoughts of 
the heart’, or love, is the heat 
which liquefies hardened 
positions and ideas and enables 
transformation to take place... 
Information, though necessary 
and useful, like intellectual 
thought, is crystalline, cold.  
It depends on persuasion and 
rhetoric. Hence Joseph Beuys’ 
characterization of Social 
Sculpture as ‘warmth work’...One 
could call it ‘love work’. This kind 
of love work can occur through 
speech and conversation, 
and not only in the materials 
perceived by the physical senses.” 

-    Notes on Social Sculpture 
Compiled by Shelley Sacks.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS 
OF THIS COURSE?
Participants will gain:

-  An introduction to the field of  
Social Sculpture and tools, thinking  
and techniques from other areas of 
creative practice.

-  Help in unblocking any barriers  
to your own creativity.

-  Support to increase confidence in your 
own creative ideas, skills and use of 
your imagination.

-  Support in your own self-exploration 
and discovery.

-  Techniques to connect your creativity 
with local and social  issues that have 
and impact on you and your world.

-  Opportunities to connect and form 
creative relationships as  well as 
opportunities for peer learning.

-  Techniques and creative practices to 
share in your organisation, community 
and everyday life.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE  
OF THIS COURSE?
The purpose of this course is to enable 
participants to experience of the 
concepts and possibilities of Social Art, 
which includes Social Sculpture and 
other areas of creative practice. This will 
take place in a space in which it is safe  
to explore your personal creativity, as 
well as your deepest questions and 
concerns through a day of co-learning 
and co-creation. 
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“  A process out of which comes 
positive results from a negative 
situation...a transformation 
from negative to positive. A lotus 
from the swamp; a phoenix 
from the fire; redemption out 
of suffering. The symbolism of 
the lotus flower is to do with 
how a flower of such untouched 
beauty can grow out of murky 
and muddy water, and how the 
flower has no smear of mud on 
its petals. That of the phoenix is 
to do with the phoenix’s ability 
to be reborn from its own ashes, 
and begin life anew.”

“  I took away the determination 
to personally forge ahead, and in 
particular to take more time for 
my own projects. Professionally 
I have more confidence in 
standing up and standing out”

-  Feedback from Personal Creativity  
to Re-imagine the World participants.  
Oxford, 2010.

WHY CREATIVITY AND  
SOCIAL ART COURSES?
Personal, local, national, and global 
issues have reached new and 
unprecedented scales of complexity 
that affect us all on individual and 
collective levels. 

Reos Partner Adam Kahane writes that 
systemic challenges are characterized 
by generative complexity ; because 
they are fundamentally unfamiliar 
and undetermined, they cannot be 
addressed through a pre-formulated 
plan. Instead we have to carve a way 
forward. To create this path in practice 
requires we connect to our deepest 
concerns and questions to help us 
powerfully to access our creativity. 

Connecting to the creative core that 
we all possess can make it possible to 
discover new ways of seeing for the 
issues that concern us. Perceiving our 
world anew can in turn can help us to 
work constructively with complexity to 
create healthier, more fulfilling futures 
for ourselves and our communities. 

In these courses we aim to provide 
supportive, nurturing spaces to connect 
the personal creative journey with  
social transformation. 



WHO ARE REOS  
PARTNERS?
Reos Partners is an international 
organisation dedicated to supporting 
and building capacity for innovative 
collective action in complex social 
systems. We organise, design and 
facilitate results oriented multi-
stakeholder change processes with 
business, government and civil society 
organisations. Our name comes from 
the Greek rheos, which means flow 
or stream. Visit our website at  
www.reospartners.com.

REGISTRATION  
& DETAILS
Date: Saturday March 26th, 2011

Time: 10am-6pm

Location: The Rotunda, Grove House, 
Oxford, 0X44DU

Cost 
£75 individuals, £120 if you are funded 
by your organisation. 
Cost includes: course, materials, lunch 
and refreshments.

What do I need to bring?
A notebook or sketchbook and a pen 
(or your preferred writing/drawing 
implements).

Available number of spaces: 20

Booking: 
For enquiries or registration  
details contact Leo Eisenstadt on  
leo@reospartners.com or Emily 
Wilkinson on emily@reospartners.com. 
You can also register online at  
www.reospartners.com/institute. www.reospartners.com/institute

YOUR  HOSTS
This course is designed and facilitated 
by Mia Eisenstadt and Emily Wilkinson 
from Reos Partners UK, and guest 
teacher Deborah Ravetz. Mia is  
a founding partner at Reos Oxford/
London, Creative Director, researcher 
and facilitator. Emily is an illustrator and 
visual facilitator. Deborah is an artist 
and facilitator, and will be using her 
work in Social Sculpture to co-facilitate 
and inform this event.



TIME TO UPGRADE YOUR PRACTICE?

Keep up to date with all Reos Partners  
courses at www.reospartners.com/institute 
and read our Reos Oxford/London blog  
at www.reos-retro.com

“  Go with an open mind, you’ll find it opens your mind further.” 
    - Personal Creativity to Re-imagine the World participant. Oxford, 2010

Personal Creativity to Re-Imagine 
the World: 1-day course in 
Creativity and Social Art.

26th February 2011, Oxford, UK

Reos Partners Social Change 
Festival: A two-day learning  
festival  at Grove House, Oxford. 

30-31 July 2011, Oxford, UK

Effective Group Facilitation: 3-day 
course to achieve high impact and 
lasting results with groups. 

25-27 May 2011, Oxford

Reos Partners Learning Festival 
2011: A 2-day international 
learning space. 

28 Feb-1 Mar 2011, Australia 


